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The Samish natural resource department has been 

actively collecting water quality samples from storm 

water outfalls that flow into Fidalgo Bay since 

September 2005. Collected water quality parameters 

include fecal coliform, nitrate, nitrite,  total 

phosphorus, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, 

turbidity, pH, and specific conductance. In 2009 the 

department had the opportunity to assist a private 

landowner with improving the water quality running 

off of his property, which included the installation of 

a riparian buffer and relocating livestock. 2011 

funding allows the department to add additional 

sampling sites, to trace the outfalls source up ôstreamõ 

and in doing so characterize the watershed that flows 

into Fidalgo Bay. Partnering with the city provides 

the opportunity to work with them on their storm 

water management, create sound shoreline 

development policies, and assisting them in critical 

area protection. 
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We used an inert dye in order to gain a better 

understanding of the residence time of storm water,and to 

locate the associated outfall of certain streams. This 

information was important to the development of our 

sampling protocol.  
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